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Dear Mr. Friedman:

We have reviewed the technical report documenting Phase II archaeological investigations conducted on five sites in

Summers County, WV: 46SU745, 46SU746, 46SU747, 46SU748, and 46SU749. As required by Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and its implementing regulations, U.S. 36 CFR 8 800: "Protection
of Historic Properties," we submit our comments.

After the completion of Phase II investigations, sites 46SU745, 46SU747 and 46SU748 we described as prehistoric lithic
scatters that produced diagnostic artifacts indicating occupations during one or more temporal periods. Site 46SU745
contains artifacts that date to the Early Archaic, Late Archaic and Late Woodland periods, while sites 46SU747 and
46SU748 have at least one component that dates to the Early Archaic and Late Archaic, respectively. Most artifacts from
each site were recovered from the plowzone. Although these sites produced diagnostic artifacts and lithic tools, they lack
cultural features, archaeobotanical remains and stratified deposits. In addition, evidence of significant bioturbation and
agricultuml practices were observed, suggesting the sites lack integrity. As a result, we concur that site 46SU745, 46SU747
and 46SU748 are not eligible for inclusion in the National Register ofHistoric Places and that no further work is necessary
for these resources.

Site 46SU746 is described as a multicomponent prehistoric site with occupations dating to the Early and Late Archaic and
Middle and Late Woodland periods. A total of2,762 artifacts were recovered, including lithic tools, limestone tempered
ceramics similar to Middle Woodland Watson Ware, a catlinite platform pipe fragment, and four small body shards that
likely date to the Late Woodland Period. Although most artifacts were recovered fiom plowzone contexts, two cultural
features were identified and investigated. The Features, which appear to be the reinain ofpit hearths, produced carbonized
hickory nutshell fragments in association with Middle Woodland pottery and lithic debitage. Radiocarbon dates from
Feature I suggest an occupation dating to approximately 410-564 AD, which correlates with the Middle Woodland pottery.
It is likely that additional feauues are present Because the investigations demonstrated that the site contains intact deposits
dating to the Middle Woodland Period as well as data significant to the pmhistory of Meadow and Gauley River
watersheds, we concur that is it eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

Site 46SU749 consists of a multicomponent prehistoric site with occupations dating to the Early Archaic, Late Archaic,
Late Archaicffransitional and Late Woodland periods. A total of2,$94 artifacts were recovered, most ofwhich came from
plowzone contexts. Most of the assemblage is comprised oF tertiary flakes, but also includes flake fragments, fire cracked
rock, formal and informal lithic tools and tool fragments, and three prehistoric sherds of Late Woodland ceramics. Most of
the artifacts were recovered fium A horizon soils in the unplowed wooded portion of the site. The portion of the site located
within the agricultural field has been plowed and Two features were identified, including one pit-hauth in association with
a cluster of Late Woodland projectile points. This feature produced carbonized hickory nuts and a raspbeny seed. The
second feature appears to be an historic refuse pit or sheet midden and may be associated with the demolition of an

20180319-0022 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 03/19/2018



February 23, 2018
Mr. Friedman
FR ¹ 15-67-MULTI-57
Page 2

outbuilding associated with the nearby Lehr farmstead, which is considered not eligible for National Register listing. We
concur that site 46SU749 is likely to provide significant information about the region's prehistory, especially the Late
Woodland Period and that it is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. We also concur that the
portion of 46SU749 located within the plowed field lacks integrity and is not likely to contribute to the overall eligibility of
the site.

It is our understanding that 46SU746 and the western portion of 46SU749 will be avoided by the proposed project by
shifting the pipeline's centerline to the east and, in the case of 46SU746, decreasing the size of the LOD. Protective
fencing will also be placed between the LOD and the sites to avoid unintended impacts. Provided that this occurs, we
concur that the proposed project will have no effect on 46SU746 and will have no adverse effect on 46SU749.

We appreciate the opportunity to be of service. lfyou have questions regarding our comments or the Section /06 process,
please contact Lora A. Lamarre-DeMott, Senior Archaeologist, at (304) 558-0240.

Sincer

S an M. Pierce
eputy State Historic Preservation Officer

SMP/LLD

CC: Ms. Evelyn Tidlow, GAI Consultants
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